resources efficiently to improve healthcare among the population. It is imperative to seek knowledge through locally-based research as its outcomes may be used as a tool to instruct policy makers, regional-level physicians, health professionals and the general population [4] . To establish the Brazilian contribution to cardiovascular disease research, the Scival platform (www.scival.com) was used, which analyzes data from several sources such as Scopus and ScienceDirect. In the case of patent article citations, data emanate from European Patent Office, Intellectual Property Office, Japan Patent Office, United States Patent and Trademark Office and the World Intellectual Property Organization. A query was made to retrieve data from Brazil which had been published within the most recent 5-year period (2014-2018) in the field of "Cardiology and Cardiovascular Medicine". One of the key features of Scival is that it disaggregates each field into specific research topics. As approximately 96,000 specific research topics have been defined, topic clusters are formed by aggregating topics with similar research interest, creating a broader area of research [5] . It is important to note that a publication can belong to only one topic, consequently, to one topic cluster.
The indicators used for this analysis were the following: • Field-Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI): Indicator that refers to citations received in the year of publication plus the following 3 years. FWCI of 1.00 means that the publications have been cited at world average for similar publications. Thus, a score of 1.17 indicates that the outputs have been cited 17% more than expected. Contrarily, a FWCI of 0.77 means 23% less cited than the world average. • Patent-cited scholarly output: The count of scholarly outputs published by the country that have been cited in patents.
As Table 1 reveals, the field of "Cardiology and Cardiovascular Medicine" in Brazil is constituted by 47 topic clusters, ordered according to the number of papers published within the 5-year period. The most prolific topic was "Percutaneous coronary intervention; Patients; Myocardial infarction", with 584 papers, of which 49.3% were the product of an international collaboration. While its growth has diminished slightly over the 5-year period, its FWCI score denotes that these papers have been cited 99% more than expected. In fact, the six most prolific topic cluster exhibits an FWCI >1, revealing the quality of the work published.
Another important aspect to consider is the impact of the Brazilian papers in patent generation. As Collins and Wyatt [6] stated, the main characteristic of papers cited by patents must 
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